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H I G H L I G H T S

The adoption of the decisions needed to get the 2021-2027
Cohesion Policy programming period up and running is now
finalised allowing Member States to accelerate the
investment of a total amount of €378 billion to foster the
economic, social and territorial cohesion of the EU. These
decisions include the 27 Partnership Agreements concluded
between the Commission and each Member State setting
out their Cohesion strategies until the end of the decade.
They also include more than 380 regional and thematic
programmes that will operationalise the investments on the
ground from the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF), the European Social Fund + (ESF+), the Cohesion
Fund and the Just Transition Fund (JTF). More: here.
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https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/27-01-2023-eur378-billion-cohesion-policy-up-and-running-to-boost-eu-s-regions_en


O V E R - C E N T R A L I S E D  R E C O V E R Y  P L A N S  R I S K  I N C R E A S I N G  D I S P A R I T I E S  B E T W E E N
T E R R I T O R I E S

National Recovery and Resilience Plans may be less efficient and have less impact than desired if
regions and cities are not effectively involved in their implementation, members of the European
Committee of the Regions (CoR) said on 8 February in an opinion critical of some national
governments' EU-funded efforts to boost recovery in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. In
recommendations unanimously adopted at a Plenary of the European Committee of the Regions,
local and regional leaders urged Member States and the European Commission to transform the
current centralised governance of the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) into a multi-level
approach, to boost the digital and green transitions, strengthen cohesion and avoid overlaps with
other financial instruments. More: here.

A G R I C U L T U R E

Geographical indications apply to various foodstuffs, agricultural products, wines and spirit drinks
produced in identified regions. They protect the reputation of specific product names, the regional
and traditional production processes, or other essential elements (such as local breeds or plant
varieties) that shape culinary heritage throughout Europe. Agri-food products and wines can be
protected as Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) and Protected Geographical Indication (PGI),
and spirit drinks as Geographical Indications (GI). EU quality schemes help protect the heritage of
Europe’s agricultural sector and enhance consumer recognition of quality products all over the
world. More: here.

P R O T E C T I N G  L O C A L  F O O D  A N D  D R I N K S :  3  5 0 0  G E O G R A P H I C A L  I N D I C A T I O N S
R E G I S T E R E D

N E W S

http://cdlink2.cor.europa.eu/m/1/98870298/p1-b23040-8e8e49be87fe4fcd991828236aacf130/1/15/7b1caf43-6eb4-4f59-b266-dd26dddfee80
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/protecting-local-food-and-drinks-3-500-geographical-indications-registered-2023-02-23_en


I N D U S T R Y

T H E  G R E E N  D E A L  I N D U S T R I A L  P L A N :  P U T T I N G
E U R O P E ' S  N E T - Z E R O  I N D U S T R Y  I N  T H E  L E A D

The Commission presents a Green Deal Industrial Plan to
enhance the competitiveness of Europe's net-zero industry
and support the fast transition to climate neutrality. The
Plan aims to provide a more supportive environment for the
scaling up of the EU's manufacturing capacity for the net-
zero technologies and products required to meet Europe's
ambitious climate targets. The Plan builds on previous
initiatives and relies on the strengths of the EU Single
Market, complementing ongoing efforts under the European
Green Deal and REPowerEU. It is based on four pillars: a
predictable and simplified regulatory environment, speeding
up access to finance, enhancing skills, and open trade for
resilient supply chains. More: here.

E D U C A T I O N

E R A S M U S +  F U N D I N G  W I L L  T E S T  E U R O P E A N  D E G R E E  L A B E L  A N D  N E W
C O O P E R A T I O N  B E T W E E N  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N  I N S T I T U T I O N S

10 projects funded by Erasmus+ will test new forms of transnational cooperation between higher
education institutions. This was outlined in the European strategy for universities just one year ago
and is a key milestone for achieving the European Education Area. Six of the selected projects will
examine, test and facilitate the delivery of a joint European Degree label. This is a complementary
certificate to the qualifications students obtain when graduating from joint programmes in the
context of transnational cooperation between several higher education institutions, such as
European Universities. More: here.

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_510
https://education.ec.europa.eu/news/erasmus-funding-will-test-european-degree-label-and-new-cooperation-between-higher-education-institutions


On 21 January 2023 Tallinn’s EU Green Capital year was officially launched during the Handover
Ceremony that took place in the Estonian capital. EU Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and
Fisheries Virginijus Sinkevičius together with Eric Piolle, Mayor of Grenoble (European Green
Capital 2022), handed over the symbolic Green Book to Mihhail Kõlvart, Tallinn’s Mayor. The EU
Green Capital 2023 winner will focus on four key themes this year: smart, sustainable, inclusive, and
learning. More: here.

C U L T U R E  

E N V I R O N M E N T   

M U S I C  M O V E S  E U R O P E  A W A R D S  2 0 2 3 :  H E R E  A R E  T H E  W I N N E R S

The winners of the EU prize for popular and contemporary music were revealed on 19 January 2023
at the award ceremony during the Eurosonic Noorderslag festival in the Netherlands. The jury
selected 5 winners for the Music Moves Europe Awards and the winner of the new Grand Jury prize:
Schmyt (Germany); July Jones (Slovenia); Oska (Austria); Kids Return (France); Queralt Lahoz
(Spain). 5 Music Moves Europe Award winners receive €10 000 each. The winner of the Grand Jury
Award receives €10 000 and a green touring voucher worth €5 000. The winner of the Public Choice
Award receives €5000. All 15 nominees were invited for a business education day receiving training
to improve their daily business. The topics include syncing (how to get your song featured in a
Netflix Series or a computer game) and sustainability (how to organise a more environment-friendly
show or tour). More: here.

T H E  E U  G R E E N  C A P I T A L  Y E A R  O F  T A L L I N N  H A S  O F F I C I A L L Y  B E G U N

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-green-capital-year-tallinn-has-officially-begun-2023-02-06_en
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/news/music-moves-europe-awards-2023-here-are-the-winners


H E A L T H  

T H E  E U  A N D  T H E  R E P U B L I C  O F  M O L D O V A
S T R E N G T H E N  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D  C O O P E R A T I O N  O N
R E F O R M S

At the EU-Moldova Association Council in Brussels, the
European Union and the Republic of Moldova have agreed to
further strengthen cooperation in a number of key areas in line
with Moldova's commitments under the EU-Moldova Association
Agreement. The Commission and the Government of the
Republic of Moldova have signed an agreement associating
Moldova to the EU4Health programme. This agreement will give
Moldova access to EU funding in the area of health. This will
help the Moldovan health system better respond to immediate
needs and contribute to long-term post-COVID-19 recovery.
More: here.

I N V E S T E U :  E I B  A G R E E S  € 1 8  M I L L I O N  L O A N  T O  E S T O N I A N  B I O T E C H  I C O S A G E N  F O R
I N N O V A T I V E  R & D  T E C H N O L O G I E S  A N D  N E W  C G M P  P R O D U C T I O N  F A C I L I T Y

The Estonian biopharmaceutical innovator Icosagen AS has reached a €18 million financing
agreement with the European Investment Bank (EIB) — backed by the InvestEU programme — to
further strengthen its drug discovery, development and production services.

The funds are part of Icosagen's €40 million investment into increasing its innovative contract
research and development capabilities as well as into a new current good manufacturing practice
(cGMP) facility to produce innovative drugs for clinical trials. The agreement seeks to provide a
major boost to the biological drug development industry in Estonia. More: here.

D I G I T A L  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_641
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_681


M A R I T I M E

T H E  E U R O P E A N  M A R I N E  O B S E R V A T I O N  A N D  D A T A  N E T W O R K  ( E M O D N E T )
L A U N C H E S  I T S  F U L L Y  U N I F I E D  M A R I N E  D A T A  S E R V I C E

The European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet), supported by the European
Commission, launched its fully unified marine data service, integrating all the data into one single
portal. Rapid access to reliable and accurate data and information is vital in addressing threats to
the marine environment, in the development of policies and legislation to protect vulnerable areas
of our coasts and oceans, in understanding trends and in forecasting future changes.

For over a decade, more than 120 organisations involved in EMODnet have been working together
to aggregate observations and marine data from various sources, process them according to
international standards and make them freely available. It will allow researchers, marine managers,
policy-makers and many more to retrieve hundreds of data and data products from one place, with
a searchable unified catalogue. This new portal will benefit all marine data users, including policy
makers, researchers, scientists, private industry and anyone interested. More: here.

T O U R I S M :  R E G I O N S  A N D  C I T I E S  N E E D  T R A N S P A R E N C Y  R U L E S  A N D  A C C E S S  T O
D A T A  I N  O R D E R  T O  R E G U L A T E  S H O R T - T E R M  R E N T A L S

Short-term accommodation rentals represent nearly one-third of the total EU supply of tourist
accommodation, and this has been boosted by the rise of online platforms. During a debate
promoted by the Commission for Natural Resources of the European Committee of the Regions
(CoR), local and regional leaders discussed the implications of a trend that, over the years, has
created opportunities for travelers, SMEs and local economies, especially in rural areas, but has
also raised concerns in big European cities facing excessive tourism flows and a growing demand
for affordable housing.

Free access to data and increased transparency in order to give to every territory, from big cities
to rural communities, the tools they need to find the right balance to regulate short-term rental
online platforms like Airbnb. These are the key requests that European cities and regions addressed
to the EU institutions, which are currently elaborating long-awaited new rules on short-term rentals.
More: here.

C I T I E S

https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/news/european-marine-observation-and-data-network-emodnet-launches-its-fully-unified-marine-data-service-2023-01-25_en?pk_source=ec_newsroom&pk_medium=email&pk_campaign=MARE+Newsletter
http://cdlink2.cor.europa.eu/m/1/98870298/p1-b23031-962f0e01377647e8b2dd28580808baed/1/969/4d7e6f31-1c83-4e2b-bfec-644749f5a9e0


E V E N T S

C I T I E S  O N  T H E  F R O N T L I N E  O F  T H E  E N E R G Y
C R I S I S :  T H E  C O V E N A N T  O F  M A Y O R S  E U R O P E
2 0 2 3  C O N F E R E N C E

The local response to the energy crisis paves the way for
Europe’s energy transition. This year’s Covenant of Mayors
– Europe conference in Brussels, taking place on the 30th
of March, will focus on the local response to the energy
crisis, discussing how it has shown (once again) that cities
are frontrunners of Europe’s energy transition, and how
these efforts can become long-term strategies to redefine
lifestyles in the face of climate change. Register and learn
more: here.

D M A  W O R K S H O P  -  T H E  D M A  A N D  A P P  S T O R E  R E L A T E D  P R O V I S I O N S

S P R I N G  V I R T U A L  V I S I T  T O  D G  T R A N S L A T I O N

Workshop of 6 March 2023 on“The DMA and app store related provisions” to discuss how to ensure
effective compliance with the Digital Markets Act. This workshop will address issues such as
alternative in-app payment systems, steering and sideloading. The Regulation (EU) 2022/1925,
Digital Markets Act, was published in the Official Journal on 12 October 2022 and entered into
force on 1 November 2022.

It is the first global regulation aiming to ensure fair and contestable markets in the digital sector.
The Commission believes it important for all stakeholders to provide their input and views on
various implementation questions, whilst fully respecting the letter and the spirit of the Digital
Markets Act. More: here.

The aim is to bring together students studying for a master's in translation & linguistic studies and
translators working for the European Commission to give the students a glimpse of their daily work.
During the virtual visit, master's students will learn about: translation tools and methods used in DG
Translation; the required skills for translators; the various translation profiles; career and
traineeship opportunities at the European Commission. Professional translators working for the
Commission will share their experience and answer students' questions in interactive virtual rooms -
17th of March. More: here.

https://eu-mayors.ec.europa.eu/en/node/538
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/dma/dma-workshops/app-stores-workshop_en
https://commission.europa.eu/events/spring-virtual-visit-dg-translation-2023-03-17_en


7 T H  J U S T  T R A N S I T I O N  P L A T F O R M  C O N F E R E N C E

The seventh edition of the Just Transition Platform Conference will take place in hybrid format in
Brussels on 25 – 27 April 2023. The Just Transition Platform assists stakeholders in accessing the
support provided by the Just Transition Mechanism, including the Just Transition Fund. The Platform
also actively promotes the exchange of best practices among all stakeholders involved in
delivering a just transition on the ground.

It supports coal, peat, oil shale and carbon-intensive regions across the EU in achieving a just
transition. More: here.

A  C L O U D  F O R  A L L

The European Collaborative Cloud for Cultural Heritage will be a one-of-a-kind digital
infrastructure that will enable unparalleled transdisciplinary and large-scale collaboration between
cultural heritage professionals across the EU through cutting-edge digital tools.

With an envisaged budget of €110 million until 2025 from Horizon Europe dedicated to support its
development and establishment, the Cloud will foster cooperation and co-creation among cultural,
creative and technology sectors and will help safeguard European cultural treasures through a
digital infrastructure. The event will take place on the 15th of March. More: here.

https://avolio.swapcard.com/jtpconference7/registrations/Start
https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/13RqOjrNgOrkH49gjMVavN/overview


T H E  E I T  C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S E N T S  T H E  N E W  E U R O P E A N  B A U H A U S  B O O S T E R  2 . 0

Sustainability, Aesthetics and Inclusion: These are the three core values of the New European
Bauhaus. Are you a European startup or scaleup developing innovative solutions with deliberate
consideration given to these values? Launched by the European Commission, the New European
Bauhaus translates the European Green Deal into a tangible, positive experience in which all
Europeans can participate and progress together. To help foster the New European Bauhaus
transformation, the EIT Community members including EIT Digital, EIT Climate-KIC, EIT Food, EIT
Manufacturing and EIT Urban Mobility are offering support to the most innovative ventures that are
driving sustainable change for cities, industries, climate, food, wellbeing and overall quality of life.
The 20 best companies will receive support services worth a total of 1 million Euro. Deadline date:
13 March 2023, 23:59, Brussels time. More: here.

O P E N  C A L L S

M O N I T O R I N G  T H E  M U L T I - F U N C T I O N A L I T Y  O F  E U R O P E A N  F O R E S T S  ( H O R I Z O N -
C L 6 - 2 0 2 3 - C I R C B I O - 0 1 )

In the context of climate change impacts, accelerated biodiversity loss and the need to adjust our
socio-economic system to a more sustainable alternative, forests increasingly play a double role as
victim and part of the solution. While their resilience and potential are under threat, they help to
mitigate climate change (e.g., through carbon sequestration), and contribute to climate change
adaptation (buffering thermal variations or variations in water flows), harbour large parts of
terrestrial biodiversity and provide feasible solutions to support the transition to a bioeconomy. This
topic addresses the design of a comprehensive forest information system that aligns information on
forest state, ecosystem services (including biomass) provision and socio-economic ecosystem
services demand. Deadline date: 28 March 2023, 17:00, Brussels time. More: here.

A L L I A N C E S  F O R  S E C T O R A L  C O O P E R A T I O N  O N  S K I L L S  ( I M P L E M E N T I N G  T H E
‘ B L U E P R I N T ' )

Alliances for Innovation aim to strengthen Europe’s innovation capacity by boosting innovation
through cooperation and flow of knowledge among higher education, vocational education and
training (both initial and continuous), and the broader socio-economic environment, including
research. They also aim to boost the provision of new skills and address skills mismatches by
designing and creating new curricula for higher education (HE) and vocational education and
training (VET), supporting the development of a sense of initiative and entrepreneurial mind-sets in
the EU. These partnerships shall implement a coherent and comprehensive set of sectoral or cross-
sectoral activities, which should be adaptable to future knowledge developments across the EU. To
boost innovation, the focus will be on talent and skills development. Deadline date: 03 May 2023,
17:00, Brussels time. More: here.

https://www.eitdigital.eu/our-messages/calls-tenders/new-european-bauhaus-booster-2/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-cl6-2023-circbio-01-14;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-CL6-2023-CIRCBIO-01;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/erasmus-edu-2023-pi-all-inno-blueprint


A T L A N T I C  A N D  A R C T I C  S E A  B A S I N  L I G H T H O U S E  –  A D D R E S S I N G  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E  A N D  H U M A N  A C T I V I T I E S  T H R E A T S  T O  M A R I N E  B I O D I V E R S I T

Proposals under this topic are expected to show how their activities and results will achieve the
Mission objective 1 - Protect and restore marine and freshwater ecosystems and biodiversity, in line
with the timeframe of the Mission phases, i.e.: by 2025 for the ‘development and piloting’ phase
and 2030 for the ‘deployment and upscaling phase’. Proposals will focus on developing and
demonstrating ecosystem-based conservation measures and approaches for reducing cumulative
pressure from human activities to address marine biodiversity loss at basin/regional level.

Activities will be designed and carried out in partnership with local fishing communities and, where
relevant, indigenous people as well as other relevant stakeholders (e.g.: shipping industry) to
ensure that the tested solutions grant due consideration to their knowledge, expectations and
needs. Deadline date: 20 September 2023, 17:00, Brussels time. More: here.

CBE JU has published its Annual Work Programme for 2023, including information about the next
call for project proposals. €215.5 million will be dedicated to advancing competitive circular bio-
based industries in Europe across 18 topics. ‘To deliver on its objectives, the partnership will fund
projects enhancing circularity and sustainability. Consequently, CBE JU will significantly contribute
to the EU’s climate targets for 2030, paving the way for climate neutrality by 2050. The funded
projects will advance circular and sustainable production in line with the European Green Deal
while increasing Europe’s strategic autonomy. More: here.

C I R C U L A R  B I O - B A S E D  E U R O P E  P A R T N E R S H I P :  W O R K  P R O G R A M M E  2 0 2 3
P U B L I S H E D

" . . .  A N D  M O R E "  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2023-ocean-01-03;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=HORIZON-MISS-2023-OCEAN-01;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;missionGroup=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://www.cbe.europa.eu/news/cbe-ju-sets-funding-priorities-2023


M E S S A G E  O F  T H E  M O N T H

M A R C O S  A N T Ó N I O  N O G U E I R A .

 On Thursday, February 9, the president of Ukraine Volodymyr
Zelensky came to Brussels for a day of meetings with EU
officials and legislators. During an address to the European
Parliament, Zelensky made clear that Ukraine and the EU
share the same set values, and that the “European standard
of life” and the “European rules of life” are “when the law
rules.” 

Now is indeed the time when all European countries and
regions should unite in their faith and support for European
values. Most European regions, networks and bodies have
strongly supported and emphasized the importance of
European values and unity on the way to a common strong
and bright future. This made President Zelensky’s visit even
more meaningful and motivating. Never before has it been
more crucial, necessary, or manifestly important to affirm
European unity.

"United in diversity" is the motto of the European Union. It signifies how Europeans have come
together, in the form of the EU, to work for peace and prosperity, while at the same time being
enriched by the continent's many different cultures, traditions and languages.

Solidarity and cohesion are the driving forces to face today’s crises in Europe. A strong partnership
at the regional and local levels is crucial to be successful. A lot of European initiatives are aimed to
promote cooperation between regions and countries to help their economic and social development
and tackle the obstacle of borders. 

Alentejo region is one of the 82 regions in 16 Member States. Its presence in the Brussels area
allows the region to emphasize the growth of partnerships and cooperation with other regional
representations in many dimensions. This allows the regions to directly influence the European unity
policy and also participate in it, providing the unity between the different EU member states.

The role of regions is hard to overestimate, by being flexible and understanding the diversity of the
regions, the EU takes stronger decisions that ensure the values of democracy, cooperation and
mutual understanding.



I R R A D I A R E
S C I E N C E  F O R  E V O L U T I O N

W W W . I R R A D I A R E . C O M

F O L L O W  W I T H :     I R R A D I A R E S C I E N C E F O R E V O L U T I O N

C O N T A C T :  I N F O @ I R R A D I A R E . C O M

T H E  N E W S  I N  T H I S  N E W S L E T T E R  C O M E  F R O M  P U B L I C  A V A I L A B L E  C O N T E N T
I S S U E D  B Y  E U R O P E A N  I N S T I T U T I O N S  A N D  T H E I R  N E T W O R K S  O F  R E L A T E D
E N T I T I E S .  A L L  R I G H T S  R E S E R V E D  T O  T H E  C O P Y R I G H T  O W N E R S .

E D I T E D  B Y :  J O A N A  G O O D  D A  S I L V A
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